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SUBJ: GDR REJECTS HUMAN RIGHTS CRITICISM 

1. IN REMARKS BEPORE A VOLKSKAMMER SESSION IN EAST 
BERLIN JUNE 16, POLITBURO MEMBERS HARRY TISCH AND GUENTER 
MITTAGE LEAPED TO THE OPPENSIVE ON HUMAN RIGHTS, REFERRING 
TO A "CAMPAIGN OP SLANDER" BEING WAGED AGAINST SOCIALIST 
COUNTRIES; AND CALLING WESTERN ASSERTIONS IN RESPECT TO 
HUMAN RIGHTS AN EPPORT AT IDEOLOGICAL DIVERSION WHICH 
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INSULTS THE WORKERS OP THE GDR AND UNDERMINES DETENTE. 

TISCH MADE CLEAR THAT HIS REFERENCE WAS TO THE UNITED 
STATES, REPERRING AT ONE POINT TO A STATEMENT OP PORMER 
SECRETARY KISSINGER; AND SAYING THAT THE NEUES DEUTSCHLAND 
JUNE 9 ARTICLE REVEALS THE TRUTH ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS IN 
THE UNITED STATES. REMARKS STOPPED SHORT, HOWEVER, OP 
MENTIONING THE PRESIDENT BY NAME. TIME AFTER TIME, 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


VARIOUS SPEAKERS CALLED THE RIGHT TO A JOB THE EUNDAMENTAL 
HUMAN RIGHT, GUARANTEED IN THE GDR, AND ABSENT IN 
CAPITALIST COUNTRIES. AT SEVERAL POINTS, SPEAKERS 
REEERRED TO GDR ADHERANCE TO INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS AND 
DECLARATIONS SUPPORTIVE OF THE VIEW THAT THE RIGHT TO 
EMPLOYMENT IS A BASIC HUMAN RIGHT. 

2. THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC ALSO CAME IN FOR HEAVY 
CRITICISM, WITH SPEAKERS MAKING MUCH OF UNEMPLOYMET, 
INFLATION, AND THE ALLEGED ABSENCE OF A LABOR CODE IN 
WEST GERMANY. A RECENT JUDGEMENT APPARENTLY REACHED 
BY A WEST GERMAN COURT THAT THERE IS NO CONSTITUTIONAL 
RIGHT TO EMPLOYMENT PROVIDED ADDITIONAL GRIST FOR THE 
EAST GERMANS' MILL. 

3. INTERSPERSED AMONG THE SPIRITED REJECTIONS OF 
U.S. HUMAN RIGHTS ASSERTIONS AND ATTACKS ON "THE 
IMPERIALIST GERMANY ", SPEAKERS MANAGED TO INSERT DISCUSSION 
OF THE NEW LABOR CODE AND AN ACCOMPANYING "ENABLING LAW", 
WHICH WILL, INTER ALIA, BRING WORKERS IN AGRICULTURAL 

AND INDUSTRIAL COOPERATIVES UNDER THE LABOR CODE. 

4. COMMENT: THE HUMAN RIGHTS TONE WAS DISTINCTLY 
SHARP. PROBALY TRIGGERED BY THE PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

TO THE FASCELL COMMISSION AND POSSIBLY REFLECTING A GDR 
NEED TO STAY IN STEP WITH THE SOVIETS, THE GLOVES 
HAVE COME OEF. THE GDR SEEMS TO BE SAYING THAT 
IF THE US WANTS A SLANGING MATCH IN BELGRADE, 

EAST GERMANY IS PREPARED TO ACCOMMODATE. POLANSKY 
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